DATE: April 5, 2007
TO: Regional Council
FROM: Don Rhodes, Manager of Government and Public Affairs, (213) 236-1840,

Rhodes @scag.ca.gov

SUBJECT: SCAG 2007 Federal Consensus Trip

BACKGROUND:

As many of you know, SCAG conducted its fifth annual federal consensus trip to Washington, D.C. from
Tuesday February 27, 2007 through Thursday March 1, 2007. The focus of the trip related to goods
movement issues including dedicated funding, innovative financing and federal match for our recently-
passed state transportation bond.

We had productive meetings with several key transportation officials including Rick Capka, Administrator,
Federal Highway; Tyler Duval, Assistant Secretary for Policy, USDOT; Rick Steinman, Deputy
Administrator Federal Transit Administration; Congressman John Mica (R-FL); Johnnie Kaberle, Senior
Policy Advisor to Congressman Roy Blunt (R-MO); and Congressman Allen Boyd (D-FL) who is
“Chairman of the “blue dog Democrats.” We also met with key committee staff and representatives of our
U.S. Senators’ offices.

After the formal meetings SCAG staff visited Speaker Pelosi’s office every office of the Southern California
Congressional delegation to talk to staff and distribute our Consensus printed materials and SCAG’s
Legislative Program. ‘

There was a good turnout from the SCAG region for the trip including Harry Baldwin, San Gabriel Mayor;
Art Brown, Buena Park City Councilmember; Larry McCallon, Highland Mayor Pro Tem; Jeff Stone,
Riverside County Supervisor; Ron Roberts, Temecula City Councilmember; Robin Lowe, Hemet City
Councilmember; Judy Dunlap, Inglewood City Councilmember; Bonnie Lowenthal, Long Beach Vice
Mayor; Sharon Neely, Alameda Corridor East Construction Authority; Jim Preusch, Alameda Corridor
Transportation Authority: Chad Molnar, staff for Los Angeles City Councilmember Bill Rosendahl; Mark
Pisano, SCAG Executive Director; Jim Gosnell, SCAG Deputy Executive Director; other SCAG staff and
myself.

We would like to thank each of the delegation members for their contributions.

Attached is a short slide presentation on our visits and a copy of the two-page handout we distributed during
the trip.
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